
Prisons to stop listening to attorney-inmate calls 
The Houston Chronicle

January 05, 2002, Saturday

SOURCE: Associated Press

DATELINE: DALLAS

DALLAS - Texas prison officials have effectively ended a policy allowing staff to listen in on
telephone conversations between inmates and lawyers.

A 1998 Texas Department of Criminal Justice administrative directive stated that offenders and
attorneys could discuss confidential matters on the telephone but that “confidentiality shall only be
assured during personal visits and correspondence, as phone calls shall be continually monitored by
staff listening in on an extension line.”

The new policy, which took effect Dec. 14, does not include that language, The Dallas Morning
News reported Friday. 

“We basically just took out the references to monitoring and tinkered a little bit more, but not much,”
said Carl Reynolds, general counsel for the Texas Department of Criminal Justice.

Reynolds said attorney-inmate telephone conversations will not be monitored. Wardens, however,
still have some discretion in when, how, and whether inmates are permitted to communicate with
their attorneys by telephone.

“Confidentiality is a bedrock of the attorney-client relationship,” said Yolanda Torres,
litigation director for the Prison and Jail Accountability Project of the American Civil
Liberties Union of Texas. “In order to represent a client effectively, I need to be able to
communicate with him.”

The state’s new policy on lawyer-inmate telephone conversations is more in line with those in other
states. However, defense attorneys have raised concerns about the new policy.

Torres described it as a “huge advance” but said she would like to see more explicit language that
attorney-inmate phone calls will not be monitored.

A section that states “remarks relating to any unusual circumstances (e.g., misconduct, violation of
TDCJ policy, social conversation, and other similar information) shall be recorded” also concerns
Torres.



She questioned how prison staff would have knowledge of those remarks unless phone conversations
continue to be monitored.

Reynolds said the wording of that particular section of the policy “may be something we need to
clean up.”


