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 Texas prison officials have acknowledged some shortcomings in how meetings between attor-
neys and their inmate-clients are handled and promise to make improvements. 

 The American Civil Liberties Union of Texas' Prison and Jail Accountability Project alleged 
last month that some Texas inmates were being denied an opportunity to confer with the attorneys 
in private - depriving them of a fundamental legal right. 

 Huntsville-area lawyer Yolanda Torres, litigation director for the accountability project, 
had asserted in a letter sent to prison officials that the Texas Department of Criminal Justice's 
own directives recognize "an absolute right to privacy" during legal visits. She asked that the 
department voluntarily evaluate its visitation practices and respond to the concerns by 
Wednesday.  

 In a written response, Carl Reynolds, general counsel for the Texas criminal justice agency, ad-
dressed some of the specific complaints. 

 One allegation was that correctional officers listen in on attorney-client conferences. "We hope 
and believe that these instances are isolated," Mr. Reynolds said. "This is clearly contrary to policy, 
and we intend to place greater emphasis on the issue in training line-level staff." 

 Similarly, he said that the practice of officers listening in on telephone calls between attorneys 
and their clients is contrary to a recently amended policy. But he acknowledged it "may not be such 
an isolated problem" and said that the agency intends to "strongly reinforce the change in policy 
through training and through the chain of command." 

 The letter also discussed the need for more visitation booths for attorneys and their clients and 
the lack of "pass-through slots" for documents in visitation booths, particularly in older prison units. 

 Mr. Reynolds wrote that the Texas agency is committed to policies governing attorney visita-
tion "and to the importance of permitting confidential and successful attorney-client interactions." 

 Meredith Rountree, who heads the Texas ACLU's prison project, said Friday that she was en-
couraged by Mr. Reynolds' response. 

 "I really appreciate the fact that TDCJ clearly shares our sense about what minimal require-
ments are for attorney-client meeting conditions," she said. "I felt gratified that they take our con-
cerns seriously and [that] they are clearly committed to their policies." 

 However, Ms. Rountree said there was still some disagreement about what actually occurs in 
some prison units. She said the project plans to continue its discussions with prison officials so that 
those areas of dispute can be resolved. 

 

 


