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 Dallas County commissioners voted 4-1 Tuesday to contract with the University of Texas 

Medical Branch at Galveston to provide jail health care, despite opposition from inmate advocates 
who criticized the medical school's record. 

 Commissioner John Wiley Price cast the dissenting vote, arguing that the three-year contract 
does not list performance measures to judge the quality of health care. Other commissioners re-
sponded that an advisory committee of county officials and medical experts would establish and 
monitor treatment standards. 

 "How many contracts do we let without having expectations?" Mr. Price asked.  

 Supporters say that the medical school, which serves 150,000 state prison inmates, will provide 
better jail health care - physical and mental - at a lower price. It will take over around Nov. 1. 

 Currently, the county Health and Human Services Department and Parkland Health & Hospital 
System treat the jail's 7,000 inmates at a cost of about $ 14 million a year. Officials support the 
move, saying the medical school has developed expertise in inmate care. The medical school should 
save the county $ 681,344 in jail health costs in the first year, county administrator Allen Clemson 
has said. 

 The commissioners' decision to contract with the medical school was harshly criticized Tuesday 
by representatives of the ACLU and Amnesty International and a mother whose 19-year-old son is 
receiving psychiatric care in prison. 

 Yolanda Torres of the ACLU's Prison and Jail Accountability Project said the medical 
school has a "dismal" record of providing medical care for prisoners. The group has received 
many complaints from inmates and their families about apathetic care, inadequate treatment 
and improper distribution of patient medication, she said. 

 "I think the UTMB presence in the Dallas County jail system will exacerbate any existing 
problems," Ms. Torres said. 

 No medical school representatives attended the meeting. Previously, they have assured com-
missioners that the medical school, a not-for-profit provider, would not shortchange care to save 
money. Under the contract, it must maintain current staffing - 148 employees - for at least six 
months. 

 "I'm not going to get into a shouting match with anybody," Leon Clements, the medical school's 
chief administrative officer, said Tuesday. "We let our results do the talking. We have an excellent 
record in the prison system." 

 



 

He said that the medical school has achieved accreditation from the American Correctional As-
sociation. The county has not been accredited by the organization. 

 Commissioners who voted for the contract told critics that they would keep a close eye on the 
medical school's performance. 

 "There will be aggressive monitoring," Commissioner Mike Cantrell said. 

 Commissioner Jim Jackson said it's not surprising that some people would criticize the medical 
school's record in the prison system, given that it serves 150,000 inmates. 

 "Everybody is kind of piling on UTMB without looking at anything that might be better," Mr. 
Jackson said. "No system in the world is going to be without complaints." 

 The county and UTMB were in contract talks before Aug. 1, when The Dallas Morning News 
and WFAA-TV (Channel 8) reported that mentally ill prisoners routinely undergo only cursory psy-
chiatric exams and often go without anti-psychotic drugs needed to control their behavior. Dr. Rita 
Moss, the psychiatrist in charge of jail mental health, resigned earlier this month. She blamed "me-
dia lies and blatant misrepresentations" and defended her care. 

 Mr. Clemson said UTMB will treat more inmates in jail instead of incurring the expense of 
transferring them to Parkland Memorial Hospital, he said. The medical school also will save money 
by using a centralized pharmacy in Huntsville that serves the prison system, and it will computerize 
inmate medical records, he said. 

 Besides serving state prisoners, the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston provides 
health care to 5,200 federal inmates and 3,900 juvenile offenders throughout the state. 

 


